
Many casual observers simply believe that Christ was a great teacher.  What they fail to realize is that 
He taught that He was God.  Repeatedly.  Pervasively.  While these people pick and choose what they 
think was "reasonable" in His teachings, a significant portion of His ministry taught or demonstrated 
healing, God’s kingdom, and who He was.  And, He made claims that He challenges each of us to 
accept or reject.  Given the apparent audacity of the claims, He made sure we could trust Him through 
prophecies He fulfilled (both spoken by Old Testament prophets and by Himself during His ministry) and 
through the testimony of hundreds of eyewitnesses to His resurrection.

Today, consider Christ’s claim that He is God.

A Puzzling Statement

In John chapter 8, while addressing the Pharisees in the temple, Jesus makes the following statement.

John 8:58

From our perspective, we might initially think this was a typographical error or a mistranslation.  The 
grammar is not correct.  But, as we shall see, this is a correct translation.  And, it evoked an immediate 
and violent reaction from the Jews.  It is instructive for us to learn why.

We will consider this statement from both a physical and a religious (spiritual) perspective.

The Physical Perspective

To examine this statement from a physical perspective, let’s adjust the grammar.  Christ is really saying, 
“Before Abraham was, I was.”  If we take Christ at His word and also view Him as a purely physical 
man, Jesus is claiming to have been in existence before Abraham was born.

Now the Abraham Jesus mentions is not someone in the audience or a neighbor of his.  He is THE 
Abraham.  Father Abraham.  The Abraham of “Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”  The Abraham from Ur of 
the Chaldees that God called to go to the promised land.  The Abraham that God told to sacrifice his 
son Isaac.  This is what makes the claim of Jesus so astounding.

Abraham was born somewhere around 1800 B.C. The longest lifespan recorded for anyone in the Bible 
is Methuselah who lived 969 years. So, in this statement Jesus is claiming to be nearly twice as old as 
Methuselah was when he died.  Remember that in the time of Jesus the longest lifespans were 
comparable to what they are today, perhaps 100 years or so.  How could it be possible for Jesus to 
have been alive since before Abraham was born?

There is no indication in the New Testament that Jesus looked any different than any other young man.  
He certainly did not looked aged.  And, there were people that had known Jesus as he grew up as a 
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child.  Some of them may even have been in the temple that day.  They could confirm that he was 
surely well less than 40 years old.  What could his claim of being older than Abraham possibly mean?

From a purely physical perspective, Jesus is claiming something between miraculous and God-like, for 
only God is eternal and could have such a lifespan.  But, it also went against the physical knowledge of 
those around Him.  Therefore, Jesus must have been speaking beyond the physical.

In any case, it was not the claim of a near-infinite lifespan that prompted the Jews to attempt to stone 
Him to death on the spot.  In reality, the physical aspect of the claim Jesus made pales in comparison 
to the spiritual aspect.

The Spiritual Perspective

Now, let us examine the grammar used in John 8:58. It is not simply an artifact of the English 
translation that Jesus uses the present form of the “to be” verb - “am” - in a past tense grammatical 
context.  This is the tense in the original Greek manuscript as well. It is not correct grammar and must 
have been used for a reason.

Simply, the reason the present tense was used is because the phrase “I Am” has a specific meaning in 
the Jewish religion.

Exodus 3:14

God had just informed Moses that he was to confront Pharaoh and lead the Israelites out of Egypt.  
When Moses would tell his brethren that God had sent him, he knew they would ask him God’s name. 
So, Moses asked God what he should say to them.  God’s answer is in Exodus 3:14 - the name God 
gave to Moses was “I Am” or “I Am who I Am.”  I think God was trying to communicate that He is, that 
He has always been, and that He always will be. He is eternal. He just, is.  “I Am.”

Therefore, by using this phrase, Jesus is specifically, deliberately, and emphatically declaring His 
divinity.  He is declaring Himself to be God.  There can be no question, no doubt, no argument.  When 
properly understood in the context in which it was spoken (ancient Israel), Jesus directly claimed to be 
God.

This is the reason the Jews tried to stone Him immediately after He said it (John 8:59).  The penalty for 
claiming to be God in Israel was death. 

Just to Be Sure Your Heard Me…

Just so we wouldn’t misunderstand, Jesus claimed to be the great “I Am” of the Old Testament not 
once, not twice, but five times.

And God said unto Moses, I Am That I Am: and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of 
Israel, I Am hath sent me unto you.
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John 8:24

John 8:28

John 13:19

John 18:6

In these four additional instances, the pronoun “he” is italicized.  This means the word did not appear in 
the original Greek manuscript and was added by the English translators.  Usually such an addition is 
simply to conform to the norms of the English language.  Therefore, these statements all read like “I 
Am” in the original Greek.  Jesus is pointedly and, so we don’t think it was an accident the first time, 
repeatedly claiming to the God. And, note that in John 18:5, the claim is so forceful that the men sent to 
arrest Him are slain in the spirit.

If we summarize these statements, we see Jesus telling us that:

• You will die an unforgiven sinner unless you believe I am God.
• When I have been crucified and lifted up on a cross, you will know I am God.
• I am going to tell you who will betray me so that after it occurs you will know I am God.
• The force of me simply saying I am God will knock you off your feet.

Repetition, Repetition, Repetition

But, it continues.  We have examined the most direct claims by Jesus of being God.  But, there are 
other statements by Jesus that include the words “I Am.”  We might initially think this is a simple 
consequence of language.  However, after some reflection, it becomes clear that Jesus was making a 
repeated point.  In the Gospel of John in particular there is a constant refrain of “I Am,” “I Am”, “I Am” 
dozens and dozens of times.  The most prominent and direct of these scriptures also tell us more about 
who He is to each and every one of us.  The sheer number of instances soon makes it very clear that 
Jesus is trying to get our attention.  He is God, the great “I Am.”

I am the bread of life (John 6:35-51)
I am the light of the world (John 8:12, 9:5)
I am the door of the sheep (John 10:7-9)
I am the good shepherd (John 10:11-14)
I am the resurrection, and the life (John 11:25)
I am the way, the truth, and the life (John 14:6)
I am the true vine (John 15:1-6)

I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins: for if ye believe not that I am he, ye shall 
die in your sins.

Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I 
am he, and that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things.

Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come to pass, ye may believe that I am he.

As soon then as he had said unto them, I am he, they went backward, and fell to the ground.
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And beyond the “I Am” phrasings, Jesus was also clear, simple, and explicit.

John 10:30

Notice in verse 33 that the Jews state directly that by this statement Jesus claimed to be God.  And 
while one could consider the “I Am” of Mark 14:62 a simple consequence of language, it is certain that 
Jesus meant much more by the phrase.

Mark 14:61-62

Conclusion

The relativism practiced by the world is a lie.  Spiritual truth is not in the eye of the beholder.  Most 
claims or statements are either true or they are false.  The answer may not be apparent to us in black 
and white.  But, if we could somehow obtain full knowledge, the statements are either true or false.

• There either is a God or there is not.
• Either every path leads to heaven or only certain paths lead heaven.
• God is the Christian God or He is not.

All of these statements do have exactly one answer.  For everyone.  They are not matters of opinion.  
We can debate and investigate and doubt the answer.  But, there is an answer.  Just one.

Jesus Christ directly, emphatically, and unquestionably claimed to be God.  He either is, or He is not.  
While each of us is free to decide whether Jesus is God or not, only one answer is correct.

All but one person who has claimed to be God was surely crazy and certainly never accomplished 
much or anything at all.  The exception is Jesus.  He instantaneously healed conditions that even today 
cannot be dealt with by the best doctors in the world.  He raised people from the dead.  He specifically 
predicted His own death, which is a historical fact.  He specifically predicted His own resurrection which 
was testified to by hundreds of eyewitnesses.  His first coming and many details of his life (including His 
birth place, His lineage, His healing ministry, and His rejection and crucifixion by the Jews) were 
prophesied hundreds and hundreds of years before He was born.

Jesus claimed to be God.  He is inviting you to believe Him.  Not to gain control of your life, to impose 
rules upon it, or to deprive it of any energy or joy.  But to allow Him to show you God’s love and 
provision for you.  Both now and in eternity.

Jesus said, “I Am.”  Will you say, “He is?”

I and my Father are one.

61But he held his peace, and answered nothing. Again the high priest asked him, and said unto 
him, Art thou the Christ, the Son of the Blessed?

62And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and 
coming in the clouds of heaven.
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