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Especially in America, but also in the world in general, a great amount of confusion has emerged between 

freedom of religion and truth.  There should be no question that freedom of religion is a basic human right.  No 

one should ever be forced to subscribe to or follow any religion.  Many have forgotten or never understood that 

this truth that was built into the fabric and foundation of our country was actually derived from the Bible – it is a 

fundamental Christian belief.  The Bible is clear that it is a personal choice for each and every person whether to 

accept what God did for them through Christ.  God does not force Himself on anyone; He must always be 

invited.  We must never lose sight of the basic human right of freedom of religion. 

 

The confusion occurs when freedom of religion is extended to give truth and legitimacy to each and every choice.  

While everyone should be free to choose, it is a fallacy to believe that any or every choice leads to truth, that any 

or every religion (or lack thereof) leads to salvation.  This is exactly what has happened in our day.  Society, in a 

noble but misdirected quest for tolerance and peace, has extended freedom of religion to give some or all 

religions the legitimacy of providing true salvation to their adherents. 

 

It is very logical that Satan would lead our society to arrive at an “all roads lead to salvation” theology, but this 

belief has significantly infiltrated the Church as well.  Many people now believe it does not matter what religion 

you belong to or even if you belong to a religion at all.  As long as you are a “good person” you will go to heaven.  

For a Christian to hold this position, they are in direct opposition to the traditional belief of the Church.  As a case 

in point, we will study what the authors of the New Testament had to say about this.  We will find that almost all 

of them were pointedly explicit that salvation was by faith in Christ alone.  Only for a few of these men, because 

of the context and purpose of their writing, is a less than explicit declaration made. 

 

All of the authors of the New Testament and speakers quoted therein either knew Christ personally, were taught 

by Him (i.e. Paul), or were a part of the first generation of the Church.  They provide us with the most pure view 

of what it meant to be a Christian.  As Christians, if we take the Bible seriously (as we should), there will be no 

other conclusion we can arrive at except that salvation is through Christ alone. 

 

God loves us as His children (I John 4:18).  He has no reason to make salvation difficult or hard to understand 

because He only wants His children to come home (I Timothy 2:4, II Peter 3:9).  He has done all of the work 

through Christ.  We should never fear that there is only a single way to salvation especially when we understand 

God’s love for us and the simplicity with which He has laid that way of salvation.  And, as Christians we must 

not confuse a person’s right to believe what they want with giving the weight of truth to their belief.  There is a 

difference between truth and choice. 

 

A claim of exclusiveness and arrogance is often leveled at Christians that have this understanding.  But, it is not 

the Christian that the complaint should be filed against, it is God.  This is God’s plan and provision.  Many are 

averse to it because of improper teaching and behavior by some Christians.  If we would show them the love of 

the Father, the simplicity of His plan for us, and the freedom that He wants us to live in, many would finally 

come to truly understand God, Christ, and the Bible. 

 

One final note of introduction, it should be no surprise that we are having this discussion.  As stated in Mark 

chapter 13 in verses 6 and 21-23, a sign of the end times is essentially the proclamation of many ways to salvation.  

The phrase “I Am” in verse 6 is an explicit declaration of being God, something that Jesus legitimately did many 

times (see John 8:58, 8:28, 13:19, 18:5-8).  Essentially what these people are saying is that they have a way of 

salvation.  Each is false Christ except Jesus. 
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Peter 
 

We will begin with a man who spent more than three years with Jesus.  He may not have been “the disciple Jesus 

loved,” but after Pentecost he was a sold-out, on-fire, bold man of God proclaiming the truth of the reality of 

Christ.  Through his ministry, thousands were added to the church in a matter of weeks.  What did he say? 

 

Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, 
whereby we must be saved. (Acts 4:12) 

 

Peter is plain, simple, and to the point.  Salvation is through Christ alone.  Other than Christ’s declaration Himself 

that He is the way, the truth, and the life, there is probably not a more direct statement of this truth in the Bible. 

 

 

Paul 
 

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. (Romans 10:9) 

 

Paul, the man who wrote something like half of the New Testament, gives explicit instructions on the path to 

salvation.  Believe in Christ and confess this belief, and you shall be saved.  These are the instructions.  There are 

no others.  Paul was well-versed in one of the strictest rule-based religions this planet has ever seen.  He, as much 

as anyone that has ever lived, understood that religion is not a path to salvation.  Relationship with God through 

faith in Jesus Christ is the only path to salvation. 

 

Before leaving Paul we should at least note some other prominent claims by Paul. 

 

For there is on God, and one mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus. (I Timothy 2:5) 
 
For I am determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 
(I Corinthians 2:2) 

 

 

Matthew 
 

For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever will lose his life for my sake shall find it. 
(Matthew 16:25) 

 

Those who choose their own way, who choose to find a way to please or reach God through religion, will lose 

their life.  Those who come to understand God’s provision for their salvation and accept His free offer of 

reconciliation and relationship with Him, they will find life – eternal life and peace.  They give up their choice, 

their way, their pride, their work for salvation and in return they receive what they could never get on their own 

– eternal life and peace with God.  This is the only way it works. 
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Mark 
 

15And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.  
16He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned. 
(Mark 16:15-16) 

 

In this verse, which only appears in this form in the book of Mark, the author is quoting Jesus, but he would not 

have included it in his Gospel if he did not believe it himself.  Those that believe the Gospel of Christ are saved; 

those that do not believe are not saved.  It is a simple truth that mirrors the simplicity of the Gospel: believe that 

God loves you and has provided for reconciliation through the sacrifice of Christ and you receive forgiveness, 

peace, healing, eternal life, and a relationship with a loving Father. 

 

 

Luke 
 

Now when Jesus heard these things, he said unto him, Yet lackest thou one thing: sell all that thou hast, 
and distribute unto the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, follow me.  
(Luke 18:22) 

 

A rich, young ruler had come to Jesus to find out how to receive eternal life.  After a short discussion of the 

commandments, Jesus perceived what was really standing in the way of salvation for this man – his wealth.  This 

was his road block.  It may or may not be yours.  The point of the story is that you must in your heart lay aside 

the things of this earth that you most treasure and choose to follow Christ.  This is the way of eternal life, of 

salvation.  There is no other. 

 

Note that in the parallel account of this incident in Mark 10:21 it says Jesus loved the young man.  Jesus did not 

tell him these things to make the way of salvation difficult for him.  He loved him and wanted him saved.  But, 

Jesus surely knew that this was something the young man would not be willing to do.  Jesus had offered him the 

truth, but it was the young man’s choice whether to accept this truth or follow some other religion in an attempt 

to find salvation. 

 

 

John 
 

The Apostle John provided the most and the most unique references to salvation in Christ alone.  But, we need 

look no further than the most well-known verse in the New Testament. 

 
16For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.  
17For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might 
be saved. (John 3:16-17) 

 

These verses are exclusive to the Gospel of John and demonstrate the Apostle’s commitment to salvation in Christ 

alone.  The people of this world are individually saved through belief in Christ.  This is it.  This is the way.  This is 

the single, simple solution the Lord has provided to reconcile us with Him.  The way of salvation is not filled with 

condemnation and guilt, it is paved with love and a free offer of reconciliation. 
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Writer of Hebrews 
 

There is a distinct possibility that the writer of Hebrews was none other than Paul.  But, to provide a degree of 

completeness, we will consider what the author of Hebrews had to say regarding salvation. 

 

Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever 
liveth to make intercession for them. (Hebrews 7:25) 

 

The writer states that Christ is able to save those that come to God by Christ.  No other path is offered, no other 

path is needed.  Christ paid for the sins of the whole world (I John 2:2) and is no longer counting our sins against 

us so that we could be reconciled to God (II Corinthians 5:18-19).  But, we must accept the payment for our sins 

and the reconciliation offered.  This is the simple path to salvation. 

 

 

Jude 
 

Jude’s very short letter is primarily concerned with apostasy in the current and future church.  But, a sequence of 

very important words in the introduction reveals the faith of Jude. 

 

Jude, the servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, to them that are sanctified by God the Father, 
and preserved in Jesus Christ, and called: (Jude 1) 

 

Jude addresses his letter to those “preserved in Jesus Christ.”  Our preservation, our salvation, is through Christ. 

 

 

James 
 

On the surface, James is the most problematic of the New Testament authors on this point.  His letter is very 

much directed towards a different topic than salvation and therefore lacks the explicit statement on faith that we 

would hope for.  He is very concerned with demonstrating that a saving faith is never without works.  In reality, 

salvation through faith in Christ is his starting point.  So, he never really touches explicitly on initial salvation.  

His audience is Jewish Christians, meaning people who are already saved.  But, if we examine his letter closely, 

there is one reference that can be inferred to declare salvation through Christ alone. 

 

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, 
greeting. (James 1:1) 

 

First, James calls Jesus “Christ.”  Christ is a title that means Messiah, the Savior.  Second, James calls Jesus his 

Lord.  Therefore, James is declaring that Jesus is his Lord and Savior.  From this we can conclude that James 

considers his path to salvation to be through faith in Jesus Christ alone.  While this relies on an understanding of 

the true meaning of the words “Christ” and “Lord,” it is clear that this was James’ position and belief. 
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John the Baptist 
 

John the Baptist was not only a cousin of Jesus, but he was the man chosen by God to pave the way for the 

ministry of Jesus and to begin to awaken the hearts of the people of Israel (Isaiah 40:3, John 1:23, Malachi 4:5-6, 

Matthew 11:14).  Therefore, his words are important to consider when seeking an understanding of the plan of 

salvation. 

 

The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world. (John 1:29) 

 

Sin is what caused the separation between God and man.  If Jesus is the way that God would take away the sin of 

the world, then Jesus is the way that reconciliation with God occurs.  There is no other way.  John lived his entire 

life to lay the groundwork for what Jesus would come to do.  His testimony is a powerful witness for us. 

 

Philip 
 

Philip was an evangelist in the early days of the Church.  After being appointed with six other men to minister to 

widows in the Church, he is soon found evangelizing in Samaria. 

 
12But when they believed Philip preaching the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of 
Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men and women.  
13Then Simon himself believed also: and when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, 
beholding the miracles and signs which were done. 
(Acts 8:12-13) 
 
And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. (Acts 8:37) 

 

In the first appearance of Philip, we see him preaching the name of Jesus and baptizing those that believe on His 

name.  Then, while ministering to the Ethiopian eunuch and showing Jesus to him in the scriptures, the eunuch 

asked if he could be baptized.  The ensuing dialogue between Philip and the man is a perfect illustration of 

conversion: believing with all your heart that Jesus is the Son of God.  This is only way Philip taught salvation. 

 

Jesus 
 

How could we end such a survey without looking to God Himself? 

 

Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me. 
(John 14:6) 

 

There can be no more direct, plain explanation than this.  No man, meaning no one, not a single person comes to 

God (comes to salvation) except through Christ.  If you think that perhaps John did not notice he included this 

scripture, consider another. 

 
7Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily, I say unto you, I am the door of the sheep.  
… 
9I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.  
(John 10:7, 9) 
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Jesus repeatedly declared that He was God (see the “I Am” references cited in the book of John at the beginning 

of this document), that He was the Messiah (a word that means the one who would bring salvation), and that He 

was the only path to forgiveness, eternal life, and salvation. 

 

God has made it simple.  We have no work to do.  We have nothing to worry about or to invent.  There are not a 

thousand paths to choose from and evaluate for their merits or potential of offering salvation.  Only the devil 

would contrive such a complicated and perilous scheme for salvation.  Only someone who would not desire for a 

person to be saved would make the path difficult or difficult to find.  It is simple.  It is Jesus.  It requires nothing 

other than your acceptance of His sacrifice for you and a new relationship with the God who loved you and 

created you and provided everything you need to come home to Him. 

 

 

Confirmation 
 

We have clearly seen what the writers and primary participants of the New Testament believed and taught.  So, 

are they right?  Is it true that salvation has only been provided by God through simple belief and faith in His Son, 

Jesus Christ? 

 

And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word 
with signs following. Amen. (Mark 16:20) 
 
3How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the 
Lord, and was confirmed unto us by them that heard him;  
4God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the 
Holy Ghost, according to his own will? (Hebrews 2:3-4) 

 

We have seen the Word that was preached after Pentecost by Peter in Acts 4:12.  This preaching was confirmed 

miracles, signs and wonders, and gifts of the Holy Spirit.  This is God putting His stamp of approval on the 

single, simple message of salvation.  There is no other path to salvation.  Christ is the only way. 

 

 

Conclusion 
 

In one respect, the Bible is our handbook for salvation.  It describes who we are, who God is, and what He has 

done for us.  It is our guide and answer book to Christianity: a relationship with God.  It is consistent and 

emphatic that reconciliation with God (eternal life) comes through faith and trust in Jesus Christ and only 

through faith and trust in Jesus Christ.  God made it simple but not flexible.  Jesus is the way, the truth, and the 

life – no one comes to the Father except through Christ. 
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