
Millions of people have suddenly vanished from the face of the Earth.  What just happened? 

The Predicted Rapture
As He has done with all of His significant interactions with humanity, God made it crystal clear far in advance 
that this event would occur one day.  In at least three instances, God directly communicated a future prophecy of 
the Rapture of the Church.  The first came from the mouth of Jesus Himself when He said that He would return 
one day to take Christians to Heaven to be with Him where He would have prepared a place for them. 

The other two instances were given through the Apostle Paul.  The first, in a letter to the early church at Corinth, 
Paul clearly describes an event in which deceased Christians are resurrected and living Christians are suddenly 
given resurrection bodies. 

In the third scripture, Paul gives the early church at Thessalonica a lengthier but very similar description of the 
event described in the letter to the Corinthians. 

Putting all of these together we see that God plainly told us that an event would occur in the future when He 
would return from Heaven with a shout, the voice from an angel would be heard, and a trumpet would sound at 
which time deceased Christians would be resurrected and in an instant living Christians would be raptured to all 
be taken to Heaven to be with Christ. 

If you did not see all of these things occur at the Rapture, it is not be surprising.  It is generally believed that these 
signs will all occur in the spiritual realm and only Christians who would be involved in the events would actually 
see and hear all of this.  Everyone else would be unaware other than seeing Christians disappear. 
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John 14:1-3
 1Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.
 2In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place 

for you.
 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, 

there ye may be also.

I Corinthians 15:51-52
51Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,
52In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall 

be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

I Thessalonians 4:13-18
13But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, 

even as others which have no hope.
14For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God bring 

with him.
15For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the coming of 

the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.
16For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with 

the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
17Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the 

Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.
18Wherefore comfort one another with these words.



Be Careful if You Scoff...
If you feel the desire to scoff and dismiss this explanation, then you are fulfilling prophecy as well... 

The most important thing to see here is that God patiently waited to execute the Rapture (for almost 2,000 years!) 
because He wanted as many people as possible to be saved.  The same is still true even today after the Rapture - 
He wants everyone to choose salvation through Christ.  We will return to this at the end of this article. 

Other Rapture References
There are other references to the Rapture in the Bible as well.  Jesus again mentioned the Rapture in a lengthy 
passage about events that would occur in the last days.  He pointedly describes His sudden return which only 
some (Christians) would be prepared for.  The remainder (unbelievers) would be left behind. 

If you will look deep in your heart, you will see how eerily accurate this scripture is.  In the days of Noah the 
Bible is clear that the vast majority of people had become so evil and sinful that God had to destroy almost 
everyone.  But, they were clueless and went about their "merry" lives until the door to the Ark was closed and the 
rain had begun to fall.  So it is here in the last days.  Violence, deception, homosexuality, and all kinds of sin are 
rampant and even large parts of the Church have fallen away from the true teachings of Christ and the Bible.  Life 
goes on each day oblivious to God and the impending trauma to come.  Now, the Church has suddenly been taken 
to Heaven without warning in the Rapture and billions have been left behind. Many people will have had a person 
next to them suddenly disappear - "one shall be taken, and the other left." 

There Is Still Hope...
But, all hope is not lost as it was for those in the days of Noah.  A second chance has been granted.  The world 
could have ended at the moment of the Rapture and those left behind sent to spend eternity in hell.  But, God 
loves all of His children too much for this to occur without one more chance.  That chance is called the 
Tribulation, a traumatic seven year period in which God will not only judge the Earth for its sin but more 
importantly also attempt to shake humanity loose from its dependence on itself and its rampant penchant for sin.  
It is a time for all those who are willing to finally accept salvation through Christ. 

II Peter 3:3-10 (Phillips New Testament)
 3First of all you must realise that in the last days mockers will undoubtedly come—men whose only guide 

in life is what they want for themselves—and they will say,
 4“What has happened to his promised coming? Since the first Christians fell asleep, everything remains 

exactly as it was since the beginning of creation!”
 5They are deliberately shutting their eyes to a fact that they know very well, that there were, by God’s 

command, heavens in the old days and an earth formed out of the water and surrounded by water.
 6It was by water that the world of those days was deluged and destroyed,
 7but the present heavens and earth are, also by God’s command, being kept and maintained for the fire of 

the day of judgment and the destruction of wicked men.
 8But you should never lose sight of this fact, dear friends, that time is not the same with the Lord as it is 

with us—to him a day may be a thousand years, and a thousand years only a day.
 9It is not that he is dilatory about keeping his own promise as some men seem to think; the fact is that he 

is very patient towards you. He has no wish that any man should be destroyed. He wishes that all men 
should come to repent.

10Yet it remains true that the day of the Lord will come as suddenly and unexpectedly as a thief.

Matthew 24:37-42
37But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son of man be.
38For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in 

marriage, until the day that Noe entered into the ark,
39And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of man 

be.
40Then shall two be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left.
41Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the one shall be taken, and the other left.
42Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth come.
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If this article has finally gotten your attention, please see the teachings "Can I Still Be Saved?" and "God's Loving 
Last Chance" for more information about salvation during the Tribulation and God's purposes in the Tribulation.  
In addition, begin researching prophecy in the Bible.  You will see that God had repeatedly predicted events 
through His prophets hundreds or thousands of years before they eventually came to pass - the fall of the northern 
kingdom of Israel, the Babylonian captivity of the southern kingdom of Judah, the return of Judah after the 
captivity, the coming of Christ, the destruction of the second Temple, the regathering of Israel in the 20th century, 
and now the Rapture of the Church.  These predictions and their precise fulfillment are intended to assure us that 
God is real and the Bible is true.  From that point, we can look to Christ and God's plan for salvation as described 
in the Bible with perfect confidence. 

In particular, the teaching "The Things Concerning Himself" examines prophecies that were made concerning the 
life, death, and resurrection of Christ and the teaching "The Three Comings of Christ" documents how the Jews 
missed the first coming of Christ and how even many Christians did not really expect the Rapture to occur (they 
did not understand the Second Coming of Christ to be composed of two distinct events at least seven years apart, 
thus in a sense leading to "three comings" of Christ). 

Any serious inquirer must eventually arrive at the conclusion that God is real, that the disappearances were the 
Rapture of the Church, and that Christ was sent to die for your sins and allow for you to be reconciled to God and 
live eternally in Heaven with Him. 
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