
All Christians believe that Christ will come again. This is a simple, clear fact of the New Testament. But, 
very few understand that Christ will actually come again twice. In this article we examine the three 
comings of Christ. 

A Lesson from History

The first response of most Christians to the possibility of two more comings of Christ is disbelief. It 
could not be possible that we have missed something so significant.  But, before the First Coming of 
Christ, God's people missed that He would come twice. 

I need only give you the quote from Winston Churchill (who paraphrased George Santayana) to get 
your attention: "Those who fail to learn from history are doomed to repeat it." We should heed the 
mistake of the Jewish people at the time of Christ lest we make the same mistake even if the 
consequences for ourselves might be significantly less. For the sake of others, let us learn from the 
mistake of those in the past.

To explore why the Jews in the time of Christ missed the fact that He would come twice, consider the 
following sample of Old Testament scriptures that predicted the coming of the Messiah.  It should be 
noted that Jews of today do not recognize some of these types of scriptures as applying to the 
Messiah, but to my knowledge Jews in the times before Jesus did recognize them as Messianic.  Given 
the volume and the context of these scriptures, that the Messiah was to be rejected and killed but also 
reign forever should have been plain, if difficult for them to understand and reconcile.

The Messiah will reign eternally on the throne of David:

 II Samuel 7:16

 I Chronicles 22:10

Psalm 89:29,36-37

 Isaiah 9:7a
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And thine house and thy kingdom shall be established for ever before thee: thy throne shall be 
established for ever.

He shall build an house for my name; and he shall be my son, and I will be his father; and I will 
establish the throne of his kingdom over Israel for ever.

29His seed also will I make to endure for ever, and his throne as the days of heaven.
…

36His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before me.
37It shall be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven. Selah.

Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, 
and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from 
henceforth even for ever.



The Messiah will be rejected and killed:

Daniel 9:26

Isaiah 53:3

Isaiah 53:8-9

Zechariah 13:7

The religious leaders at the time of Christ appear to have firmly assumed one advent for the Messiah. 
Consequently, they appear to have focused their attention on the Messianic scriptures which spoke of 
the peaceful reign of the Messiah on the throne of David for eternity and the banishment of their 
enemies. Either because they simply could not reconcile them or because they chose not to believe 
them, the scriptures that spoke of the Messiah being killed as payment for our sin were seemingly set 
aside.  This despite the fact that Daniel 9:25-26 even gives a timeframe in which the Messiah would 
appear and be killed: 483 years from the decree to rebuild Jerusalem, a time that clearly expired during 
the life of Christ.  The religious leaders should have been looking for the Messiah at the time Christ 
appeared on the scene.  Even the wise from other countries came looking for Him right on time 
(Matthew 2:1-2)!

Today we are still susceptible to picking and choosing the scriptures we like or understand and giving 
less or no weight to those we dislike or do not understand. But, we do so at our own peril.  "All scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in 
righteousness" (II Timothy 3:16). We must do our best to reconcile and understand the Bible in its 
entirety.

So, what were the religious leaders in the Old Testament supposed to have seen? They should have 
realized that the Messianic scriptures as a whole could not possibly describe just one event. There was 
no way for the Messiah to reign forever and also be rejected and killed all at once.  The scriptures must 
have been speaking of two distinct events, logically a first event where the Messiah would be rejected 
and killed and a second where He would somehow return and reign forever on the throne of David.

And this is the lesson for us. As we examine the scriptures that describe the Second Coming of Christ 
we will find the same kind of incongruencies. The scriptures will not be able to stand together in 
describing one event as they will be self-contradictory. We will be forced to conclude they cannot 
describe just one future event. 

And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah [the Anointed One] be cut off, but not for 
himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; 
and the end thereof shall be with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are 
determined.

He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief: and we hid as 
it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.

 8He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his generation? for he 
was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was he stricken.

 9And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death; because he had done 
no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth.

Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is my fellow, saith the Lord of 
hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep shall be scattered: and I will turn mine hand upon the 
little ones.
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The Second Coming of Christ

Consider the following scriptures that relate to the future coming of Christ again to this troubled world. 

It should be apparent that all of these scriptures cannot be fulfilled in one event.  Christ cannot come for 
his own and with his own at the same time.  Christ cannot some suddenly without any warning or signs 
and also come after all manner of physical signs in the heavens.

The Second Coming of Christ simply cannot be just one event.  This is the same conclusion that should 
have been drawn before the First Coming of Christ.  These scriptures describe events with conflicting 
details.  The simplest resolution is the splitting of the scriptures into two events with a passage of time 
in between.

The Olivet Discourse

The second set of scriptures above are part of the Olivet Discourse which was recorded in Matthew 
chapters 24 and 25 (and less so in parallel in the book of Luke).  In this lecture, Jesus gives a lengthy 
description of the end times in response to questions posed by the disciples.  It is instructive to come to 
a basic understanding of the sequence, flow, and content of the beginning of the discourse as it will 
confirm for us that what is traditionally described as the Second Coming must occur in two phases.

Matthew 24:5-8
Much of what is described here has already been fulfilled.  It began with World War I, the 1918 flu 
epidemic, and the subsequent hardships following the war.  It has been repeated in various ways since 
that time (World War II, other continuously occurring local wars, the AIDS epidemic, famines, etc.).  
These are “the beginning of sorrows,” a phrase reminiscent of a woman experiencing labor pains that 
increase in frequency and intensity. This is the period in which we are currently living.
 

Event #1 Event #2

Christ Comes for His Own  
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also. (John 14:3)

Christ Comes with His Own 
And the armies which were in heaven followed him 
upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and 
clean. (Revelation 19:14)
[Remember that it is the saints who are clothed in 
white - Revelation 7:9-10.]

And the Lord my God shall come, and all the saints 
with thee. (Zechariah 14:5)

No Signs Precede His Appearance 
But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the 
angels of heaven, but my Father only. (Matthew 24:36)

Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord 
doth come. (Matthew 24:42)

Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the 
hour wherein the Son of man cometh. (Matthew 25:13)

Signs Precede His Appearance
25And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon, 

and in the stars; and upon the earth distress of 
nations, with perplexity; the sea and the waves 
roaring;

26Men's hearts failing them for fear, and for looking 
after those things which are coming on the earth: for 
the powers of heaven shall be shaken.

27And then shall they see the Son of man coming in a 
cloud with power and great glory.

(Luke 21:25-27; similarly Matthew 24:29-30)
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Matthew 24:9-14
Verse 9 begins with “then” indicating that a new period of time is being described.  This period of time 
lasts until verse 14 (“and then the end shall come”).  The length of this time period is inferred by 
working backwards from Daniel 12:11.  This verse describes a specific event during the final week of 
Daniel’s “seventy weeks” - the final seven year period of human history.  The event occurs exactly 
halfway through the seven year period.  So, verses 9-14 last for three and a half years.

Note that the length of this period can be determined, but not when it begins. The dividing point 
between the time periods of verses 5-8 and verses 9-14 is not known.

Matthew 24:15-22
Verse 15 indicates that a very specific event will mark the beginning of the next time period - the 
abomination of desolation spoken of by Daniel.  Daniel 12:11 specifically describes the sacrifices being 
stopped at the (yet to be constructed third) temple and the “abomination of desolation” occurring.  This 
is also alluded to in Revelation 13:5-6.  Both passages clearly indicate that a three and a half year 
period will pass after this event.  Jesus describes this as a period of “great tribulation” in verse 21.

Matthew 24:23-31
The beginning of the final time period is marked by the word “then” at the beginning of verse 23.  For 
nine verses Jesus describes the nature of the what is traditionally described as the Second Coming, or 
the Glorious Appearing.   In verse 29, Jesus says this will occur after the time of tribulation (which was 
described in verses 15-22) and He indicates that it will be preceded by wonders in the heavens and 
visible to all.  The Glorious Appearing is a very visible and timed event (three and a half years after the 
abomination of desolation) that will be preceded and accompanied by dramatic, visible signs.

Matthew 24:32-42
Jesus now rewinds back to the time period before the Tribulation, effectively the time depicted by 
verses 5 through 8.  In fact, He now gives the reason why the point in time that divides the time periods 
of verses 5-8 and verses 9-14 is not specified - He Himself will come unexpectedly at that point in time. 
The keys to understanding this are verses 36 and 42 where Jesus specifically says we will not know 
exactly when He will return.  If all of what Jesus is describing in Matthew chapter 24 occurs in one 
event, then He is contradicting what he just said a few sentences ago - He will come without warning 
but also come at the end of a timed seven year tribulation period.

Verses 29-30 and Daniel 12:11 give specific signs and time frames concerning the coming of the Lord.  
Once the Tribulation begins it will be possible to count down to the end.  But, Jesus is telling us here 
that up until the Tribulation we will not know when these things will occur. He will come suddenly (with 
no signs or warnings) at an unspecified time.  The only logical resolution to all of this is that the Second 
Coming must actually be composed of two distinct events, effectively a Second Coming and a Third 
Coming separated by seven year Tribulation period.

The Second and Third Comings of Christ

Using traditional terminology, what we have seen is that the Second Coming of Christ must actually 
occur in two phases.  Or, you could in some sense say that Christ will come two more times and not 
just once.

The first set of scriptures below describe the first appearance of Christ at the end of days.
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John 14:1-3

I Thessalonians 4:13-5:11

The scriptures above describe Christ coming in the air to gather the dead in Christ and those Christians 
still living to take them to heaven.  The common term used for this event is the Rapture of the Church.

After a seven year tribulation period, Christ will return again at the Glorious Appearing.

Matthew 24:29-31

 1Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me.
 2In my Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to 

prepare a place for you.
 3And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto myself; that 

where I am, there ye may be also.

13But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are asleep, that ye 
sorrow not, even as others which have no hope.

14For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will 
God bring with him.

15For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain unto the 
coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep.

16For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

17Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to 
meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

18Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
 1But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you.
 2For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night.
 3For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them, as 

travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not escape.
 4But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.
 5Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of 

darkness.
 6Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.
 7For they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are drunken in the night.
 8But let us, who are of the day, be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for an 

helmet, the hope of salvation.
 9For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ,
10Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with him.
11Wherefore comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even as also ye do.

29Immediately after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall 
not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be 
shaken:

30And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the 
earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power 
and great glory.

31And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together 
his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.
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Revelation 19:11-21

These scriptures describe a very different event from the first set of scriptures. They are about Christ 
coming from heaven to fight at Armageddon. Many signs and wonders will appear in the heavens at 
that time.  Nowhere is it mentioned that He is also at the same time coming to resurrect the dead in 
Christ and the living Christians.  This is because that event happened more than seven years earlier 
before the Tribulation began.

Why Does It Matter?

The consequence of missing the First Coming of Christ because of confusion about His coming being 
split into two events was much more severe - missing the Messiah altogether.  For Christians who do 
not understand that the Second Coming will occur in two separate events, there appears to be little 
practical consequence. Whether they understand or accept the Rapture or not, they will be raptured if 
they are truly Christians.

So, why is this of importance? I would argue it is important for those who will be left behind after the 
Rapture. There will be tremendous chaos and confusion when millions of Christians suddenly 
disappear from the Earth.  Many explanations will be offered, all of them satanic deceptions to lure 
people away from God.

If Christians are divided before the Rapture about its reality, it will not contribute any clarity to the 
situation after the Rapture.  Whereas if Christians understand and anticipate the Rapture in general 
unity, it will be harder to question the fact that God has taken His children home when it actually 
happens.

11And I saw heaven opened, and behold a white horse; and he that sat upon him was called 
Faithful and True, and in righteousness he doth judge and make war.

12His eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were many crowns; and he had a name 
written, that no man knew, but he himself.

13And he was clothed with a vesture dipped in blood: and his name is called The Word of God.
14And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen, 

white and clean.
15And out of his mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite the nations: and he 

shall rule them with a rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of 
Almighty God.

16And he hath on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, King Of Kings, And Lord Of Lords.
17And I saw an angel standing in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls 

that fly in the midst of heaven, Come and gather yourselves together unto the supper of the 
great God;

18That ye may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and 
the flesh of horses, and of them that sit on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond, 
both small and great.

19And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered together to make 
war against him that sat on the horse, and against his army.

20And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, 
with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that 
worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.

21And the remnant were slain with the sword of him that sat upon the horse, which sword 
proceeded out of his mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their flesh.
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Therefore, I think it is of utmost importance that we take the time to study the nature and sequence of 
future events on the prophetic calendar even if we cannot say exactly when they will happen. We 
should make it clear what is to happen so that when it does actually happen then hopefully a great deal 
of clarity will shine through.

Conclusion

The scriptures that describe the future coming of Christ contain details that are self-contradictory. 
Therefore, Christ must come again twice. The first event will be the Rapture where the Church is 
removed from this world and all believers past and present are taken to Heaven to be with the Lord. 
The second event will occur more than seven years later at Armageddon at the end of the Tribulation 
when Christ will return to Earth with the saints and the armies of Heaven to rescue Israel and establish 
the Millennial kingdom.

As one last point to consider, three is the number of divine perfection. It would seem to fit God perfectly 
for His Son to come to us thrice instead of twice.

I pray that this has inspired you to learn more about the Rapture, the Tribulation period, and the Second 
Coming of Christ.  While believers will be spared the Tribulation, it is healthy for us to understand the 
prophetic future of this earth if only after the Rapture those left behind might come to faith based on our 
belief and testimony of what would happen, prior to it actually happening.
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